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Gay-bashing decried

Transcript hitch:

Human rig~ts addressed
as gays and lesbians hold
anti- homophobia forum

Records hints
student 'fraud'
By Mark Farano

tended the forum were advised of
steps they could take to combat
SIIJ!f Reporter
the crime that, panelists pointed
More than 40 students packed
out, isn't limited to homosexuals.
the 5th floor Wabash faculty
"You may not be gay or leslounge Wednesday to attend
bian. But you may be perceived
Columbia's first Gay and Lesbian
as gay or lesbian, and still be vicForum. Several panelists adtimized by someone's hatred. It is
dressed the issues of homophobia
a problem that we can address by
and gay-bashing, and talked
interrupting someone's igabout what being gay and lesbian
norance about gay or lesbian
is like in Chicago.
people," said Hutchinson.
S he panelists were from
Johnson suggested that when
Horizons, 3225 N. Sheffield, a
someone is making gay jokes,
Studenta pecked the Wabaah building Faculty Loungelaat Wedneaday
volunteer organization of350 gay
students interrupt by saying, "I
for the flrat gay and leablan forum ever held at Columbia College.
and lesbian people in Chicago
don't like jokes like thaL They
that provides programs to support
are not funny to me."
the gay community.
Verbal assaults, which are also
Although the meeting was inchronicled by the Anti-Violence
terrupted at 6:20 p.m. by a fire
Project, are considered to be gayalarm, the overflow crowd,
bashing.
wasn't prevented from hearing
"You would expect that you
program allows students one sesfirst-hand accounts of gay-bashcould walk down a street in peace.
By Tara Dubsky
ing.
sion per week for 20 weeks. If at
You are not bothering anyone
SIIJff Reporter
Renee Hansen, a Fiction Writthe end of those sessions, students
and, for no reason, you are called
ing Department teacher, coorneed more treatment, counselors
names with the intention of
A student decided to withdraw
dinated the event in an effort to
making you feel less than a perfrom all of her classes at Colum- , refer them to outside agencies.
bring attention to the growing
son," said Johnson.
The fee per session at DePaul
bia Wld went to an academic ad· problem of anti-gay violence, and
During the forum, Steve
is only $3, and it can be reduced
visor to discuss iL Looking at her
to spark interest in the formation
or waived if the individual cannot
Diller, a Marketing Department
transcripts, the advisor saw a patof a Gay and Lesbian Alliance on
instructor, told of an experience
afford that amount, said Dr. Paul
tern of trouble and tried to help
campus.
Dupont of DePaul's counseling
in the classroom when what he
the student find out what the
"Certainly, I have been a vicdepartrnenL Most of the agencies
described as a "homophobia free..
problem was. What he found was
tim ofgay-bashing," said Hansen.
Columbia students are referred to
for-all" ~k place because of a
a young woman in a personal
"No matter how straight you
particular topic they were dishave fees based on a sliding scale
crisis.
might look, or if you are straight,
dependent on the student's incussing. There were several
The advisor referred her to the
but look gay, it might happen to
come. The Scholarship and
homosexual students in the class,
Scholarship and Guidance Asyou. It's not a gay issue, it's a
he said.
Guidance Association, 53 W.
sociation, where she saw a counsocietal issue," Hansen said.
Jackson Blvd., the fees range
"I was shocked at some of the
selor for six months. That
Gay-bashing is the harassment
things that I was hearing in this
from no charge to $5.
counselor helped her to sort out
of someone because of his or her
Loyola University's counselschool. It seemed to me that it
her feelings and develop a sense ·
sexual orientation. Homophobia,
ing program is similar to
was an assault on the students,"
of direction.
as defmed by members of the
DePaul's, except the counseling
said Diller.
She returned to Columbia
panel, is an irrational hatred of
sessions are free. Full-time stuAlthough Hansen described
"literally a different person," said
gays and lesbians.
dents are allowed 20 sessions of
Columbia as a "very liberal inthe advisor. She was graduated,
Dialogue began with panelist
counseling, and part-time stugot a job and got on with her life.
stitution,"
she
said
that
there
is
a
Natalie Hutchinson•s reading of a
dents are allowed four sessions.
This is a common scenario at
definite need for a Gay and Lesquote by Claudia Brenner, a
According to Dr. Marion
Columbia's Academic Advising
bian
Alliance
on
campus-somewoman who was brutally attackGrace, a counselor at Loyola,
Center. Students come to the adthing
that
might
provide
an
ed by a man who stalked her and
when students are referred elsevisors with a vast array of
audience for gay student work.
a companion with a highwhere it is usually because they
academic and personal problems.
"I have had many students
powered rifle, and left them for
have used up all of their sessions.
Columbia college approaches
who have said: 'I want to write
dead.
Many students are referred to
these problems in a · different
this, but don't read it in class.'
According to Horizon's Antiagencies that also have sliding
manner from many schools. The
They don't worry about what the
Violence Project statistics, 218
scales, said Dr. Grace, where fees
advisors provide in-house counteacher will think. They are worcas.es of gay-bashing were
range from $1 to $25 per session.
seling for academic problems
ried
about
what
their
friends
will
reported in the Chicago area in
During the academic year of
only.
think," she said.
1989. Of those, 85 were reported
1987-88, Loyola's counseling
When students seek emotional
Lack
of
acceptance
by
other
department treated 645 clients,
to police, 60 of which were bathelp, the advisors try to assess the
students and parental complicaincluding students and faculty.
tery cases.
students' problems and refer
tions
are
issues
such
an
alliance
However, panel members
. them to an outside agency where
may
be
responsive
to,
according
noted that there seems to be some
· they can receive the help they
to senior Cassandra Adler.
need.
In addressing concerned
kind of discrepancy betw.een
"I think it's a great model and
what the police say they were • heterosexual students, Hansen'
told, and what the victims say
gave this advice, "homophobia, ·I've worked with other counseling offices," said Director of
they told police.
or prejudice against people who
Counseling Services Mark Kelly.
Of the 85 cases ofgay-~hing
are gay or lesbian is uniquely
Columbia's couhseling center has
reported to the police, only eight wrong and ethically wrong.
three to five times more traffic
Whether or not you ever undershow up on official police
than those others he worked with.
stand someone who is
records. One person has been apKelly believes students prefer
homosexual has nothing to do
prehended.
getti ng help with personal
with whether or not homophobia
A major grant from The
problems outside of the school. "I
is wrong."
Chicago Community Trust will
think they should be separate," he
About 18 students indicated
be used by Horizons to assign a
said.
.
interest in forming a Gay and Lesfull-time person to make sure that
In contrast, DePaul University
bian Alliance. An organizational
gay-bashings are prosecuted, said
has an in-house counseling promeeting is scheduled for March
Kathy Johnson.
gram for students and faculty. Its
14 at 5 p.m. in the faculty lounge.
Heterosexual students who atBy Mary Johnson

Guidance available to help
students cope with conflict

Last Thursday, Saeid Lahouti
ventured into Columbia's records
office. The visit was an exercise
in frustration.
Lahouti, a· 1980 Columbia
graduate, is planning to return to
his native Iran, and wanted an
official copy of his transcripL Instead, he discovered that the college no longer releases official
transcripts directly to students.
"I'm bummed out," Lahouti
said. "I'm leaving the country,
and that would really help me."
Lahouti said he wanted the
transcript to give to potential
employers . .
Lahouti's request was a
casualty of Columbia's recently
enacted(Aug.I,I989)policyforbidding the release of official
transcripts to students. Herman
Conaway, dean of student services, said the school changed the
policy because, "an official
transcript put in the hands of a
student can be altered,"
Conaway said he knew of no
cases of Columbia students altering official trllllscrip.ts, but-maintaine<f"~ ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure."
Marvin Cohen, director of the
records office, said he knows of
one case of a student altering an
official transcript within the last
year, but said he knew of no documented cases since the school
began using a new form for official transcripts.
Cohen said he also supports
the policy-to prevent fraud.
"Students complain," Cohen
said, "but we have ways of working with them to get transcripts
where they need to go." Cohen
said his office can respond to a
request to mail an o fficial
transcript to a school or potential
employer ' in three to five days,
except when the office is waiting
fqr grades at the end of a
semester.
In an emergency, Cohen said,
his office can mail an official
transcript in a day, and Columbia
will pay to send the transcript via
overnight mail.
Students must prove their college bills have been paid, and pay
a $3 fee before the school will
mail an official transcript.
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Bums on TV

Tutorial programs enable
students to improve prose

Newscaster
links stress,
motivation

By Sherr! Kirk
St<JjfR•port.r

By Lance Cummings
btculive Edilor

Television newsrooms, according to WLS-TV 's Diann
Bums, arc high-pressure environments. Working in one is similar
to being in college, and having
term papers due daily, at 4, 5, 6
and lOp.m. Whi)ethesubjectsfor
term papers are often stipulated
weeks in advance, in newsrooms,
they 're determined only minutes
before deadline.
Bums, who co-anchors (with
John Drury) the weekday news on
Channel 7 at 5 p.m., told Nick
Diann Burna
Shuman's Front Page Lecture
class March 5 that she likes the
''For insiance, some people eat or
and you can go on with the rest of
pressure that comes with her posidrink if they're depressed. It can
your day.
tion.
be the same way when you're
"Don't take that kind of stuff
"I like being up against a deadwound up and someone is putting home with you," she continued,
line," Bums said. "You have to
you under a lot of pressure. You "because if you do, you'll end up
like it. I used to be a procrascan be persuaded to turn to things going to bed with it. When you
tinator [in school] because I got a
that aren't good for you-<!rugs, wake up the next morning, it will
thrill from pushing myself at the
alcohol, or whatever. So you have still be there. After a week of
last minute."
to be careful. You have to be able doing that, there will be a chip on
And deadlines aren't the only
to get that [stress] out of your your shoulder so big you won't be
source of press ure in the
system."
able to walk."
television industry. The competiTo relieve her own stress,
Bums admitted that she was
tive nature of newscasting conBums said she relies on a techniinitially attracted to television by
uibutes its share of tension, as
que she discovered during her its apparent glamour. She said
well, according to Burns.
days as an und ergraduate at that her first day on the job, how"Every show is an audition,"
Cleveland State University.
ever, convinced her th at the
Bums said. "You're only as good
. "I [give myse lf] a good glamour aspect of television is
as your last performance, and you
workout," Bums said. "What it greati,Y exaggerated.
.. RJ!IY. g!,\~ PIJ~ chance.:.'·
does is .work off a lot of frustra- ' 'Burns' advice to students
" •;<.I\4~~UfllS.i~~U;ated: that even ...tions. You might not realize it in
seekirlg to follow in her footsteps
for those who thrive on pressure,
the beginning, but it works out
takes a common-sense approach.
living with it constan tl y can
everything that has built up aU
"Read everything you can get
present problems.
day- anger, frustration, pity.
your hands on," she said. "Work
"When there's so much presYou work it out of your system
real hard, and make yourself inphysically, so that when you
sure and stress, there' sa tendency
dispensable. If you do, you'll get
to turn to things," Bums said.
fmish, it's all done and over with,
your chance."

GEIZ IllEATER of Columbia College
72 East I 1r11 Street
Chicago, IL 60605
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by Arthur Miller
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If you suffer from misplaced
modifiers and dangling participles, Columbia's Writing
Center might be your remedy.
Since its origin in 1987, the
Writing Center has provided students with the opportunity to
enhance their written communication skills through a series
of personalized tutoring services.
Such services include tutorial
assistance for credit, weekly individual writing assistance {both
by appointment and on a drop-in
basis), reading skills improvement, English as a second
language (ESL), and computerassisted instruction.
"Students shouldn't think of
being tutored as something that's
a stigma," said Garnett Kilberg,
director of the Writing Center.
;'Writing is a complex process
and all writers need help."
To provide students with that
help, the Writing Center employs
26 tutors, two of whom are
specialists in their fields. Randy
Partridge is the learning disability
tutor and Pamela Michaels is the
ESL tutor.
. "'
Only five of the 26 tutors are
not Columbia students, and one is
a Columbia graduate.
Tutor Michael Hannan has
been with the Writing Center
since its inception. According to
Hannan, there were approximately 72tudents enrolled for credit at
that time.
This semester an estimated
270 students utilize the Writing
Center on a weekly basis, Kilberg
said.
Due to increased enrollment in
the tutorial program, the number
of two-on-one sessions has escalated, and the quantity of one-onone sessions has declined ,
Hannan said.
"I think that a one-on-one session is better than a two-on-one
session, because more time can be
devoted to the student," Hannan
said.

"But I think it also works well
two-on-one, because the students
can learn from each other," Hannan added.

area colleges conrront the same
problem.
Both Depaul University and
Roosevelt University offer writing assistance programs comparable to Columbia's.
Depaul's 36 tutors are expected to assist 14,794 students.
Roosevelt has only six tutors for
3,249 students.
Although there are four to
eight tutors in the Writing Center
at any one time, the availability of
a tutor is not guaranteed to dropins.

To ensure the availability of a
tutor, Kilberg recommends that
students make an appointment or
sign up for tutorial assistance at
registration. The final day for enrollm ent is th e last day of
add/drop.
If taken weekly as a class, students can earn up to two ho~ of
credit, are given written assignments, and receive a fmaiiUllde.
'The majority of people utilizing the Writing Center are earning credit," Kilberg said.
In order for a student to become a tutor at Columbia, a grade
of "C" or better in both English
Composition I and ll is required.
Tutors must also complete the
course, Tutor Training for Writing Across the Curriculum.
Some Columbia students feel
there is an advantage to having
student tutors.
Students can "relate better to
other students" than to teachers,
Frazier said. "I feel closer to
people my own age," she added.
Although ESL student
Elizabeth Burgos is not registered
to receive credit for her tutorial
assistance, she attends weekly
sessions at the Writing Center.
She is able to write in Spanish, but
has trouble with the English
translation.
'The Writing Center helped
me a lot, because my papers have
improved," Burgos said.
"Each student has a different
writing personality with a different set of problems," observed
Hannan.

'Th€; Writing Center helped
me to structure my essays and
correct my grammatical errors,"
Student Lena Frazier said
student Kauina Horton said.
more small group sessions would
Although areas of difficulty
benefit students.
vary among students, Hannan
Tutor Dawn Carthan discited organization as "the first
agreed. According to Cart)lan,
thing that most people need to
work on."
one-on-one sessions are more
productive than two-on-one sesAlthough some students who
sions.
, visit the Writing Center need as"The only time a double sessistance with basic writing skills
sions is good is when it's a two
and techniques, "a lot of the
hour session," Carthan added.
people who come to the Writing
Center are good writers. They just
In suppon of double sessions,
want to be better," Kilberg said.
Kilberg said the tutor's time isn't
"Students who haven't uied
wasted if one student fails to show
up.
the Writing Center, even if they
consider themselves an average
Because only 26 tutors are
or better writer, should come try
available for Columbia's 6,500
it They can get feedback here on
students, double sessions are
how to make their work better
sometimes necessary.
than it already is," Kilberg said.
T he number of tutors at
Located on the 7th floor of the
Columbia is "limited due to
Wabash building, the Writing
budget constraints," Kilberg said.
Center is open Monday through
Although the student-to-tutor Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and
ratio seems imbalanced, other Friday from 9 a.m. unti14 p.m.
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Does apathy reign at Columbia?

Career Corner
By Jan Grekpff
· At the beginning of the Spring
semester, students belonging to
the American Marketing Association designed and administered a survey of Marketing
Communications students.
This survey was designed to
identify common student concerns about the job market The
results are indicative of student
concerns in all majors.
Although money was a common worry, the need for creativity
and challenge in the workplace
were primary priorities. Following is a sample of common
responses and an attempt to address these concerns.
"I'm worried about job
security." And well you should
be! For example, the advertising
industry is a lot of things, and
secure is not one of them. The
nature of the business is such-that
being flied (usually through no
fault of one's own) is part of
realiiy. It very well may happen,
and if you're the kind of person
who feels nauseous just thinking
about it, you may want to reconsider wor:king for an agency.
"I' m concerned about the
thics of my chosen profession,

and that I might be forced to compromise my principles." Compromising situations can occur in
any profession or at any company
(some more than others). Below
are some hints to help you in the
decision-making process regarding your entry-level job after
graduation.

Student party rumored

stance, that ad agencies and
marketing firms are the only
places that need copywriters,
graphic designers, commercial
artists and marketing or publicrelations professionals, you will
be missing out on a smorgasbord
of opportunities.

• Finally, don' t feel you have
* Know yourself. Take time to force
yourself into conformity.
this semester to get to know yourMany graduates will choose to
self. If you •d like some assischannel their skills into traditiontance in this process, see your
aljobs, and that's fine. However,
Placement .Coordinator. He or . there are those who wish to purshe can help you determine exactsue their art in the purest sense,
ly what type of work environment . and this should also be enwill be most compatible to your
couraged. Those who feel that
needs.
in a commercial or cor. * Be flexible. Remember, working
porate environment may jeopardyour fustfull-time, career-related
ize their creativity might fare
job is very unlikely to be the job better by obtaining general
from which you retire, 25 or 40 employment which allows them
years from now. While it is im- to focus their energy on their
portant to be aware of your own craft
needs, realize that you will have
changes in your life. If a job
If you would like more informeets your basic criteria, try it! It
could be an important fust step on mation on alternative job markets
the way to your ultimate career or how to pursue your artistic endeavors while being able to pay
goal.
the bills, visit the Placement Of• Consider alternative job fice. (Located in suite 300 of the
markets. If you think, for in- Wabash Building.)

Career Calendar
3/12 5:30 p.m. The Business
of First Time Filmmaking
presented by Women in Film, located at the Cinecenter Screening
Room,OneEastErieSt.,Rm. 350

Guidance

cont. from page 1

The total number of individual
appointments was 3,882.
Comparatively, Columbia's
counseling center had almost
8,000 student visits to academic
advising last year, according to
Kelly. He said the department
gets an av~rage of 30 to 50 students per month with identifiable,
continuing problems, and they
refer about 10 ofthose to outside
agenci~.

Academic Advisor Bob Padjen said there are seven or eight
agencies that they utilize, the two
main ones being the Scholarship
and Guidance Association and
United Charities.
"A big part of it is that we can
assess each agency a little bit,"
said Padjen.
"Most [students] come in for
personal issues;" he said. "They
know something is not right, but
they don'tknow why." He said it
is important for them to feel comScathing Expose
of the Cult Business!
Ho- to iW1YfNIOWO. Sl fot iiMJoducuwybooll .
Pedtthclia offdwi,OOOboiw~

and:~;;~~- I
-------~~~:~:-------~
WHYWORK?
i
Harness your eccentricities !
for your own gain!

3/21 & 22 1:00 p.m., Job
Search Strategies Workshop
3/22 5:30 p.m., Job Search
Strategies Workshop

3/26 5:30 p.m., Women In
Film Meeting, "Inside Harpo," at
Harpo Studios, 110 N. Carpenter
(West of Halsted between Randolph & Washington)

fortable with ·the counselor who
they are referred to.
United Charities, which is located at 910 W. Van Buren, has a
.staff of approximately 12 counselors. Most o( the counselors
have an M.S. in Social Work and
are licensed in Clinical Social
Work.
Seniors Specialist Sanjna Das,
who has worked at United
Charities since Dec. 1988, said
therapy is not a quick solution.
"It's a gradual, steady
process," she said. "Some individuals may come back for
treatment a couple of years after
they were initially treated."
Marilyn Brueckner, the intake
coordinator at The Scholarship
and Guidance Association, said
the agency offers open-ended,
long-term treatment to single
young adults. It specializes in
helping people between the ages
of 13 and 25.
The agency has eight full-time
and eight part-time counselors,
all of whom have their M.S. in
Social Work and most of whom
have clinical training and are
board-certified.

Sessions are weekly and treatment may last up to a year and a
half, according to Brueckner. ·
The agency's fees are based on
a sliding scale, which depends on
the individual's yearly-gross income and number of dependents,
Brueckner said. For students, the
fee is based on income even if he
or she receives parental assistance.
"Partof.successful therapy has
to do with the student being
ready," said Padjen. He said most
of the students who come to him
are ready to receive help from a
therapist, and the fact that they
seek his assistance is usually a
good sign.
Kelly said the advisors try to
display a comforting sense of
humor. They want to be easily
accessible to the students. No appointment is needed to see an
academic advisor.
They also try to avoid the strict
professional-studentrelationship,
said Kelly, who feels the relationship should be equal and personal.
"I think at Columbia students
have a certain trust in us," he said.
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The records office will issue
an official transcript to a student
if the student brings in an officialtranscript envelope, from another
school, to seal it in, Cohen added.
Columbia does provide free
unofficial transcripts directly to
students. Unofficial transcripts
do not bear the college's seal, and
look less impressive than official
transcripts.
Although Cohen said
Columbia's policy is not unique,
DePaul, Loyola and Roosevelt
universities will issue official
transcripts directly to students,
according to officials then:.
'
But Eugene Atkin, registrar at
Roosevelt University, said his office stamps such transcripts "issued to student," and "we urge
people not to take them serious-

ly."
"We don't want people out
there representing themselves as
our graduates if they're ·not,"
Atkin said.
Cohen rejected that solution
for Columbia, and asked, "How
do you issue a legal document,
and tell them not to take it seriously?"

Some schools put official
transcripts in sealed envelopes
before issuing them to students,
but Conaway said even a sealed
env~lope isn't complete protection against fraud.
The records office issues
· abouH 50 official· rr.iflscnpts a
month, according to Ellen Dunleavy, a recorder in the office.
Dunleavy said the office gets
about five to ten complaints per
month about requested transcripts
not being delivered to schools or
other institutions.

I

SPERM DONORS NEEDED
by the Fertility and Reproductive
Endocrinology Associates
at Illinois Masonic Medical Center
Confidentiality assured.
Monetary compensation offered to
qualified applicants.
Call Jacob Moise, MD, or Laura
Michelson, sperm bank
coordinator, at
883-7090
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""- . Laugh Till Your
GUTS BLEED

~ ~:~·=

CONTACT ALIENS .
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If Columbia threw a gala,
would anybody bother to go?
"It all depends on what else I
had planned. I certainly wouldn't
cancel a vacation," said senior Jay
Hagstrom.
"I usually don't get into those
activities," said freshman Tom
Hansen.
Senior Bernard Burrell, however, was excited about the idea
of partying with fellow
classmates.
According to Assistant Dean
of Student Affairs lrene Conley,
"ideas are cooked up by the students, not the administration."
The Student Organization
Council (SOC) is allotted a sum
of $30,000 at the beginning of the

school year, which is allocated
among some 21 student organizations. Conley stressed that she is
proud of the job SOC has done in
this difficult task.
"They (SOC) deserve to have
an end-of-the-year event", she
continued,
Conley likes the idea of having
such an event on a boat.
"I don't think it would be as
much fun if it were held in the
Hokin Center. I also think more
students would attend if it wasn't
that close to school."
Another concern of students is
cost. The $30,000 SOC fund is
student money. It comes from tuilion and student fees.
No decision has yet been made
on whether or not to actually hold
such an event.
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Before you eat another bite,
think about how saturated fat
can raise your blood cholesterol. Then think about how
high blood cholesterol can
clog up your arteries. Then
think about heart attack.
Enough to ruin your appetite?

•

American Heart
Association
WE'RE FIGHTING FOR
'IQURUFE
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Fire!!!
It happened again. A fire alarm was pulled in the Wabash building
Wednesday night, resulting in the usual confusion and chaos. This isn't
the ftrSt time this has occurred. It happened just last week, producing
a similar mess.
The bewildered reaction to these false alarms, by students and
faculty alike, poinas to an impending uagedy on this campus.
Doesn't the adminislnltion realize that no one knew exactly what
to do, or where to go? Like lemmings, most students tried to go down
the front slairwell, hopelessly jamming it One Chronicle editor spent
nearly 10 minutes between the eighth and second floors.
Executive Vice President Ben Gall told the Chronicle that every
student should know what the fire alarm sounds like, but, as
Wednesday's alarm illuslnltes, many don't.
The back-up on the escape routes, in a real fire, will produce
fatalities. Judging by Wednesday's inability to even completely
evacuate the building, there will probably be lots of them.
Handicapped students on the fourth floor were stranded during the
alarm-there are no ramps for them to exit the building.
Let's face faciS. In an actual fire, people would panic. Last weeks
orderly practice for a funeral procession would become, in reality, a
screaming, pushing battleground that would make an English soccer
riot look like an episode of Mr. Roger's Neighborhood.
And the reaction of Columbia's adminislnltion? Apparently,
apathy.
The solution isn't difficult They spend money; the problems get
rectified.
Why would anyone delay? The Chronicle suspeciS that it's because
it will cost a lot more to comply with the frre codes than the few
thousand dollars the adminisuation maintains.
The adminislnltion is content with the delusion that everything will
work out differently in the case of a real fire. We hope their attitude
changes before the Wabash building becomes a repeat of the Our Lady
of The Angels crematorium.
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Sandinista sloganeers once convinced a sizable number of
Nicaraguans to turn their economy over to collectivist dreamers. The
same people presumably convinced Daniel Onega that he couldn't lose
a fair election. And they say there's no justice in the world.
But an opposition victory lead by a channing widow docs not a
democracy make. In turning to Violets Barrios Chamorro,
Nicaraguans voted primarily to toss out the Sandinistas. They may
have also voted to turn back the clock.
The Chamorro family used to run Nicaragua. The Somoza family
overthrew them in 1936. Not many people from before then are still
around-life expectancy in Nicaragua is abo;ut 55. Compared with the
people who have run the country ever since, the time of the Chamorro
oligarchy must sound like the good old days to more than a few
Nicaraguans.
You needn' t have been around yourself to bet that it wasn't.
The rationale for believing this is that revolutions don't develop and
succeed when the majority is fat and happy. Even in the democratic
dark ages of 1936, in a country populated heavily by illiterate peasanas,
if the Chamorros had been popular with the majority, the Somozas
would have had difficulties early on. They didn 'L They ran the country
for more than 40 years.
Some might suggest that the Somozas were simply too ruthless to
be resisted. They wottld be wrong. The Sandinista revolution disproves
that idea.
Now that the Nicaraguan political carousel has seemingly turned
full circle, can the coumry break out of ias cycle of self-destruction?
Much depends on the new president-elect, affectionately known as
Dona Violets.
Though she heads a tenuous coalition of parties united more by
anti-Sandinism than by shared political perspective, her personal
popularity gives her a viable mandate-for now.
She shottld use that mandate for the long-term benefit of her people.
She should use it quickly, before it evaporates. She should use it to
push for the establishment of democratic institutions that will outlast
both her and her family.
The country needs an independent judiciary, and a de-politicized,
civilian-controlled military, and they need them now. Nicaragua also
needs a privatized economy-which it is very likely to get-and an
independent civil service-which will be harder to obtain. .
The country also needs peace. The original conciliatory exchanges
between Onega and Doi'la Yioleta have recently been replaced by
thinly veiled threats and quasi-ultirnatunts. This is a bad sign.
The Chamorro family has membeis in all of Nicaragua's political
camps. Two of the president-elect's sons are devoted Sandinistas.
Perhaps Dona Violets can bring not only her own, but the entire
Nicaraguan family together in a spirit of conciliation and compromise.
That would be wonderful, but don't bet the hacienda on it
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Frankly Speaking:
Mike Lyons
By Richard Bleglmeler
Swf! Reporter

Mike Lyons, 39, is a colorful
journalism teacher, specializing
in investigative reporting. Aside
from teaching, he is the ChiefInvestigator for the Better Governme/ll Association, a watchdog
group that worlcs with local and
national news media to investigate and expose waste, inefficiency, and corruption in
government.
Lyons was born in Chicago
and currently lives in Roselle. He
says he's a "Chicago boy" and
was "born and bred to do political re/Jorting."
Why did you get involved
with education?
Education is my hobby, to be
perlectly candid. It's something I
felt I wanted to try my hand at
and, in the process of doing it, I
kind of fell in love with it.

more significant than moving
paper from the desk to the left of
me to the desk to the right, and
dealing with 42 people with 42
personal problems.
I applied for a job with the
BGA, having had some background in journalism. I was hired
as an entiy level investigator and
sort of learned the trade.
Where do you see investigative reporting In 20 years?
It's clear to me that the public
has developed an avariciou> appetite for news in general, investigative reporting specifically.
The desire to know the truth of
·the world around them is something that seems to have affected
the children of the communications age. I think when you combine that phenomenon with the
desire of people to see justice
done in the short term. in a way
that no courts can provide, then
you have the climate necessary to
have investigative reporting do
nothing but grow.
· Investigative reporting feeds
to an audience the feeling that
somebody was caught in the act,
and they see a public expose of
the injustices. Whether or not that
results in consequences, I think is
less important to audiences or circulation.

Mike Lyona .

Do you find it to be effective?
I think it's effective. I think the
indications I get from the students
are that they enjoy that particular
teaching style and some of the
humor. I'm also on Loyola's
faculty where my student ratings
-indicate that I'm reaching them.

Where do you see yourself in
20 years?
Teaching college full-time.
There is a burn-out to investigativereporting. Ihavenotsuffered
from that burn-out. I've done
more than 250 investigations and
I'm not there yet, but I think it
would be very hard to stay in the
profession for 30 or 40 years.

like the conseience of the business community. They are a
theoretical entity which cannot be
proven or agreed upon.
Like all reporters, I have personal ethics that affect the stories
that I do, and also, like all
reporters, there are both professional and institutional ethical
guidelines that guide what I do.
Go back to the· era of John
Kennedy, when doing stories
about the personal idiosyncracies
of political figures was considered to be inappropriate, and
there was sort of a gentleman's
agreement that one would not do
those kinds of stories, then jump
ahead and you see things like the
Gary Hart story that are considered to be legitimate journalistic endeavors.
Even if you retain an absolutely immutable sense of personal
ethics about the kinds of stories
you do, the profession is changing
around you.

Why did you get involved
with investigative reporting?
· I hated my job. I was·an executive with an insurance company
and I couldn't imagine that something in the world wouldn't be

Are there any ethics, as far
as you're concerned, in investigative reporting?
Journalistic ethics, from what
I've found in Chicago, are kind of

What do you consider crossing the line?
Would I violate the law to do
a story? Absolutely. But it
depends on the law and the story.

Where did you learn your
teaching style?
My ~hing style is a drill-sergeant style. I'_m a graduate of the
3rd Army Drill Sergeant
Academy; I'm a trained military
inStructor. The approach that I use
with my classes is very similar to
the approach I used with other 19,
20 and 21-year-olds [when I was
a drill sergeant).

What wouldn't I do to get a story?
I don't think I would kill anybody
to get a story.

TV has got a tremendous number of flaws associated with it,
and it's important for journalists,
electronic journalists or others, to
work around those flaws. I don't
have any preference between the
two. I think they can be complementary.
However, print journalists
tend to look down their nose at
TV journalists. I don't think there
is any merit in that. Some of the
fmest reporters I've ever met are
TV journalists; Mike Wallace is a
good example.

or aU the celebrities you've
worked with, who was the most
unusual, and why?
The most unusual person I've
ever worked with in an investigation is Phil Donahue, because
he's exactly the same in person as
he is on TV, and almost nobody
else is like that.
For example, he'd say, "What
we are really getting at here is the
middle-class white guilt leftover
from the 60s. I mean what is the
Do you view yourself as a
bottom line here." His hand
crusader?
would be reaching'out almost as · -- t'rti as farftor'ri a ~ac:1er as
if he was holding a microphone in
one can get and still be on the
your face.
same planet. There is nothing in
me that wants me to lead crusades
What do you reel is the difor to be part of movements.
ference between print and TV
I'm a technician; I'm an investigative reporter. At the center of
media?
I still believe that print is the
my world is a good story, and
bringing out that story and the
journalism that can keep up the
pressure that is necessary for
facts that are involved in il lbe
meaningful reform. TV, on the
implications are something that
other hand, is the mechanism by
are of lesser consequence to me
which the vast majority of the
than the act of getting the story,
American public get>. their news
and that is very personal.
and information.
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live. It has a process of selection
and organization that is bound to

·Columbia plays host to film festival

bias."

Directors tackle ethics
By Jeff Cunningham
Film Critic

"Documentary is not dead,"
said fJ.lmmaker Julia Reichen at
the Ninth Annual Women'slnternational Film and Video Festival,
hosted by Columbia College
March 1-4. The ethics of
documentary filmmaking was
only one of many issues discussed during the event.
Wome n in the Director's
Chair, a not-for-profit, media-arts
organization b~ in Chicago,
presented the event, at which
more than a hundred films from
ten countries were shown.
Two of the main attractions at
this year's festival were The
Women's Story, a controversial
film banned in 1989 by the
Chinese government, and a panel
discussion on documentaries.
The Women' s Story, directed
by Peng Xiaolian, takes a look at
the lives of three Chinese women
in the 1980s. They leave their
poor countryside village and
travel to the city, where they hope
to make money selling yarn. One
of the women, Jing, leaves the
village to escape her forced marriage to a deaf-mute.
The marriage is part of a custom fixed by law, in which Jing's
brother would then marry her future husband's sister.
Peng , who lived in the
. C9.unJrY$ide for nine y~s. said
these predetermined marriages

A acene from The Women'• StOI)', one of many lllma- lut-k at the Women'a International Film fMIIval.
~till

exist in some regions of
China.
The film emphasizes the prestige of having sons in one's family. Without a son, a family's
blood line would end and they
would become outcasts in
society. This belief, which makes
females seem insignificant, Peng
said, is another Chinese custom
that has not vanished. Peng said

that most Chinese fllms are not
made from a woman's point of
view, and she wanted to change
that with The "(omen's Story.
In a previously published interview, she said, "I wasn't trying
to be negative, only truthful. . .I
don' t believe the traditiortal weak
image of Chine.se women is what
women are."
Another popular draw at the

festival was the panel discussion
on doclimentaries. Six women
directors formed the panel and
one of the issues they tackled was
the controversy of whether these
ftlms do, or should, manipulate
viewers.
"Every film, documentary or
otherwise, has a point of view,"
documentarist Virginia Wright
Wexman said. "It has a perspec-

Panelist Tami Gold, in reference to criticism that the
documentary Roger <.< Me has
taken for its alleged twisting of
the facts, said that objections to
the film are unfair.
"We [documentarists] pull
things for artistic purposes ...The
news does this, the newspapers do
this," she said. "Roger & Me is so
scandalous precisely because it
exposes the irresponsibility of
capiialists."
Other documentaries discussed before the panel included
such critically-acclaimed ftlms
as Claude Lanzmann's Shoah,
Martin Bell's Srreetwise and
Errol Morris' The Thin Blue Line,
films which all received theatrical
runs.
WIDC is dedicated to giving
women filmmakers suppon in
pursuing independent works.
Festival director Nancy Partos
said the organization is not structured for women fllmmakers interested in mainstream, more
commercial movies.
"It's [WIDC] more of an opponunity for women to exchange
ideas and experiences," Partos
stressed.
Columbia Film and Video
department chairman Tony Loeb
called WDIC "a terrific organization" and said the school's hosting of the festival was imponant
because "it brings to us people
who are very talented."
The Columbia Film and Video
department co-produced the festival and allowed WDIC the use
of the Hokin and F•:rguson.
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Photo exhibit
breaks rules,
new ground
By Amy Ludwig
Tniditional boUJ;1daries of
documentar)l photography are
explored in new exhibit, "4
Documentary," at Columbia's
Museum of Contemporary
Photography. The work of four
different featured in the exhibit,
which runs through April4.
The approach of each photographer in the exhibit varies. Two
photographers, Linda Swartz and
Sage Sohier, use traditional techniques of documentary photography. Donigan Cumming and
David Buckland, however,
redefme the notion of documentary by using revolutionary tech-.
niques.
Buckland, for instance, poses
people. One scene has people
from the midwest's agricutural
businesses in front of projected
images of farming seenes.
Cumming sometimes uses actors in his photographs. He also
directs people in posing, or re;.:ranges a room before taking a picture.
By using these techniques, the
photographers cross the boundaries of traditional documentary
methods.
Linda Swartz's photographs
of Boston's Columbia Point
housing project residents are
more traditional. By photographing her subjects going about their
daily routine in the midst of urban

a

February 1, 1987[above], by.Donlgan Cumming and
The Futures Msn [right], by David Buckland are Just
two of the photographs featured In the exhibit now at
the Museum of COntemporary Photography at Columbia COllege. The exhibit, entitled "4 Documentary,"
highlights artists who exceed the boundaries of tradl·
tlonal nh•"tnnrsoonhv

-columbia stages 'Crucible·'
of ·human emotion, foibles
By Arlene Furlong
S14ff Reporter

Columbia College's production of The Crucible, by Anhur
Miller, reminds us that the threat
to justice posed by public fear and
mass hysteria are infinite in
power and timeless in nature.
The staging of The Crucible
clearly illustrates two historical
events; the witch-hunting of the
late 17th century. and the communist-hunting of the mid-20th
century. The Columbia production places a frame around Anhur
Miller's award-winning play. It
takes place during a rehearsal of
Miller's play in 1954, against a
backdrop of videotapes of the
Army-McCarthy hearings
televised across the nation. The
staging emphasizes the parallels
between two periods of
prosecutorial zeal in this country.
The Crucible is a true story
about real people in 1692. A
group of young girls point accusatory fingers at others to avoid
punishment for dancing naked in
the woods. The Salem townsfolk,
terrorized by their fear of
Satanism, readily accept th·a t
"loose spirits" are in their midst.
They set out to find the "murdering witch" among them.
Salem is a society where indifference to religion is equated with
witchcraft. FarmerJohn Proctor's
absenteeism from church is
enough to brand him as a Satan
worshipper.
At the core of the marter is the
young and precocious Abigail
Williams, former servant and
seductress of Proctor. Cast out by
Proctor's wife, Abigail decides to

implicate her in devil worship, so
she can have him for herself; she
does not accuse Proctor. The en•
suing lies and pretensions snowball until the entire community is
consumed with fear, hatred, distrust and corruption.
By the time the governor of
Massachusetts tullted the Salem
witch-hunting, 14 women and
five men had been hanged.
Crucible directors Norman
Holly and Sheldon Patinkin provide more than just an intense history lesson. They broaden the
focus to consider the many forms
fear-triggered hysteria can take,
and the ability of a society to
judge itself.
.
The nearly three-hour long
production never bores. The
Crucible features an all-student
cast. Daniel Tomko brings an unwavering strength to Proctor,
even as his life crumbles around
him. As his wife Elizabeth, Maggie Cronin is self-assured and
wholesome, in great contrast to
the cold and cruel deviousness of
Jennifer Pompa's Abigail Williams. Jay Johnston is irripressive
as the self-righteous instigator,
Reverend Samuel Parris.
The constant presence of the
movie screen above the otherwise
authentic set by Gary Baugh forces us to realize that the events
onstage could be repeated at any
time.
Performances continue Wednesday through Saturday, March
14-17, at 8:00p.m., and Sunday,
March 18, at 3:00 p.m. Tickets
range from $5.00 - $10.00 for
general admission. Student and
senior citizen prices are from
$2.00- $5.00.

poverty, Swartz honors the tradition of the "socially concerned
photographer." Ellen Ushioka,
Assistant Director of the
museum, says, "Swartz paints an
often intimate, but never romanticized, portrait of Columbia
Point."
The work of Sage SOhier ·is
represented by a group of fifteen
photographs, with interviews, of
gay and lesbian couples in their

homes. Ushioka calls her work
"shocking, tender, humorous, and
sometimes inexplicably disturbing," because of the subject matter. The photographs range from
cozy family scenes to leather-and
metal-studded men. The interviews cover problems gays and
lesbians- face, ·s-ucl'l':As 1'lifs.i'fig
adopted children, and dealing
with AIDS.
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MONDAY, M ARCH 12th
An~ Schneider of C IS PES (Commiuee In Solidarity With The P~le OfEI Salvador)
6
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Roses are red, violets are blue, you write poems and could use some
cash, too. Here's what you have to do: Write as many poems as you
like and submit them to Paul Hoover in the English Dept Make sure
aU entries are typed and include your name and addreSs. All poems are
due by May 1, 1990. The winner, who will be announced in the spring,
will be awarded $100.
The contest is sponsored by The Academy of American Poets and
if you happen to be the top local choice, your work will be eligible to
be published in an anthology of other nation-wide winners.

are welcome.
The Hispanic Allian ce will meet today at S p.m. in Room 204 or the Wabash building.
TUESDAY,

MARC H 13th

rr:j~r~!d~cw~~~~ :d~·.~r.r;;,.o:R:,;i~ tTo~ tvw~~~ed...Stlectln& A

The Columbia College Bfbte StuKy Group will meet at noon in Room 2~2 of the Wabuh
build ins. All are welcome.
~
Maklna or llongo Coope ratln will speak on alternative education in the Black. community at
0

};~~ J~~~~~h~~i:b~~~e~S';· ~~~:~h~~ !t '3t~~~~hs~~~n~~cntcr at 4 p.m.
0

The ar t work of two Columbia teachers is being shown in an
exhibit entitled Roll-Top, Flip-Flop, Non-stop. Carol HalidayMcQueen's and Thomas William Taylor's art can be seen in the
ColumbiaArtGaJiery,at 72E.ll St, until Wed. Apri11 8. Admission
is free and the exhibit is open Monday through Friday, from 10 a.m.
to4p.m.
Taylor and Haliday-McQueen's art work won't be the only
creativity on display the week. The Weisman Memorial Scholarship
show; which will highlight the finest creative work of 22 Columbia
students, starts Friday, March 16, in the Hokin. The exhibits will range
from fllm projects to poetry, and can be seen until March 30.
Once again, it's a cheap date. The Hokin is open Monday through
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and admission is free.
Ir you have no plans for Monday night, then this is a must-see.
At 8 p.m. in Orchestra HaJ1 at 220
S. Michigan Ave., Chamber
Music Chicago wiJI present the
J uilliard SIring Quartet, a world
renowned classical ensemble,
and Billy Taylor, one of jazz's
fmest pianists.
The Juilliard and Billy Taylor
Trio will perform seperately, then
will unite to play a composition
by Taylor.
Tickets are available through
the Chamber's box office at Orchestra Hall and cost, for students, just $9; however, you
~~~r llllm'· )lecap~ yQu must
buy them by 6 p.m. Monday.

lf there arc any club meetings or Colwnbia College events that you wou1d like to
see listed in theChronicle calendar, send the information one week in advance and
inolude the date, the time, the place, Uld the admission charge (if any) to the
Chronicle, in care of Laura Ramirez.
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Students ror a Better World, along with guest speaker Mike
Rosenfeld, will be discussing the changes in Nicaragua.
Rosenfeld has traveled to Nicaragua twice and will provide a
historical and current perspective on today's situation.
The meeting will be held March 14, at 5 p.m. in room 202 of the
Wabash building
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Rosa 's
3420 W. Armitage
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ATTENTION
GOVERNMENT SEIZED
VEHICLES fro m $100. Fords,
Mercedes, Corvettes, Chevys.
Surplus Buyers Guide.
1-602-838-8885 Ext. A\8237

RESEARCH PAPERS

ATTENTION

GOVERNMENT HOMES from

fiRST REAGAN FIRED

$1 (U-repair). Delinquent tax
property. Repossessions.Call
1-602-838-8885 Ext.. GH18237

THE AIR TRAffiC CONTROLLERS ...

\

A FREE GIFT JUST FOR

CALLING. PLUS RAISE
UP TO $1,700
IN ONLY TEN DAYS!!
Student groups, fraternities and
sororities needed for marketing
project on campus plus a FREE
GIFT, Call 1-800-765-8472
Ext.. 50
NASSAU/PARADISE
Is land, Canc un, Mexico
From $299.00
R.T. air, R.T. transfers, 7 nights
hotel, cruise beach parties, free
lunch, free admissions, hotel
taxes & more. Organize smaJI
group earn Free Trjp. For more
information call toll free (800)
344-8360 or in CL (800)
522-6286.
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Just in case you were dying to attend the John Wideman reading
sponsored by the Fiction Department last Wed., but couldn 't make it,
lucky for you. It was postponed until this Wed., at 7 p.m., in the
Ferguson Theater in the Michigan building.
.

Part-time telephone
receptionist, 8:30-1:30 or
!-5:30pm, Monday thru Friday.
Good phone voice required.
Convenient loop location. can
Calla Comunications at 341-1310
ATTENTION • HIRING!
Goverment jobs - your area.
Many immediate openings
without waiting list or test
$17,840- $69,485. Call
1-602-838-8885.
Ext. R\8237
ATTENTION: EARN MONEY
READING BOOKS!
$32,000/year income potential.
Details (I )602- 838-8885
Ext. Bk\8237

Saturday

Clossified ods ore 20 cents per
line -JO chorocters. Col/ ext.
J4J to ploce on od.
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